FID NEWS BULLETIN | 


Published monthly by the General Secretariat of the 
INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR DOCUMENTATION 


LIBRARY SCIENCE 
A iy 


7 Hofweg, The Hague, Netherlands 





Subscriptions: 5 Dutch guilders per year incl. forwarding charges; airmail rates on request. The ,,Bulletin” is sent free 


to subscribers to the ,,Revue de la Documentation”. 


Advertisements: % page 65 Dutch guilders, % page 120 Dutch guilders. 





CONFERENCES 


Coopération avec l’Afrique 


Un Groupe de travail, ayant pour tache de promouvoir 
l’extension aux pays d’Afrique de la collaboration inter- 
nationale des Organisations non-gouvernementales en 
matiére d’éducation, de sciences et de culture, a tenu 
une réunion 4 la Maison de l’Unesco 4 Paris du ler au 
2 février 1961. 

Trois sous-groupes ont été constitués, consacrés res- 
pectivement a ]’éducation scolaire, 4 l'éducation extra- 
scolaire et aux archives, bibliothéques, organismes de 
documentation, musées et protection des richesses na- 
turelles. M. Poindron a représenté la FID au premier 
et au troisiéme sous-groupes. 

Une nouvelle réunion du troisiéme sous-groupe aura 
lieu 4 la fin de février pour établir un rapport prélimi- 
naire. M. Poindron participera 4 cette réunion. Une ré- 
union pléniére du Groupe de travail est prévue pour la 
deuxiéme quinzaine de juin 1961. 


NEW ORGANISATIONS 


ISO/TC 95 ,,Machines de bureau” 


La proposition italienne d’étudier les problémes d’uni- 
fication dans le domaine des machines de bureau re- 
monte au mois de septembre 1958. Au cours de sa ré- 
union, en juillet 1959, ISO a décidé de créer le comité 
ISO/TC 95 ,,Machines de bureau” et de confier a I’Italie 
le secrétariat du nouveau comité. 

Le programme de travail provisoire est le suivant: 
Normalisation des termes et des définitions entre les 
différentes langues, Normalisation dimensionnelle des 
piéces de machines de bureau, Spécification relative au 
matériel pour la construction des piéces en question et 
leurs normes de qualité, Caractéristiques technologi- 
ques et de fonctionnement. 

Le nouveau comité est composé de huit membres 
actifs: Allemagne, Etats-Unis, France, Italie, Royaume- 
Uni, Suéde, Suisse, Tchécoslovaquie. Dix-huit autres 
pays ont adhéré en tant qu’observateurs: Australie, 
Autriche, Belgique, Canada, Espagne, Hongrie, Inde, 
Israél, Japon, Mexique, Nouvelle-Zélande, Pakistan, 
— Pologne, Portugal, Roumanie, URSS, Yougo- 
slavie. 

_ La premiére réunion du Comité aura lieu en mai 1961 
a Turin. 
: te, de la Normalisation, No. 155, Sept/Oct. 


RESEARCH 
Mechanisation of information retrieval 


The Council on Library Resources (Washington) has 
provided a grant of $ 5,000 to the Library of Congress 
to aid in designing a study relating to mechanisation 
of the information retrieval process in large research 
libraries. 

(from L.C. Inf. Bull., January 1961) 

The Ford Foundation announced a grant of $ 8 million 


to the Council on Library Resources for research into 
improved library methods, with emphasis on ways of 
storing and finding information. With part of the new 
grant, the Council will set up a laboratory to study 
photographic and electronic techniques designed to 
cope with the deluge of publications resulting from the 
accelerated rate of research. The laboratory will also 
attempt to develop pilot models to improve methods of 
storing and retrieving information, particularly in large 
research libraries. 


FID STUDY COMMITTEES 


FID/MSR ,,Mechanised storage and retrieval” 


At their meeting in Paris in January 1961 the Bureau 
of FID studied the reorganisation of the former com- 
mittee FID/S ,,Mechanical selection”. The Bureau had 
received a report from an ad hoc committee composed 
of the teur of FID/S (Prof. Pietsch), the Presi- 
dent of Committee established at the Conference 
held in Cleveland in 1959 (Mr. Vickery), representatives 
of the US National committee (Dr. Adkinson and Dr. 
Heumann) and the General Secretary of FID. 

The Bureau approved the terms of reference of the 
new committee FID/MSR of which a summary is given 
below (for details see doc. 61-29). The proposal has been 
submitted to the General Assembly of FID. 

The field of interest of FID/MSR is defined as follows: 
Research on mechanised information storage and re- 
trieval, Practical applications in this field, and Machine 
translation. 

The Committee proposes the following organisation 
of the work: 


a) In the field of research on mechanised information 
storage and retrieval, a series of regional information 
and liaison centres will be set up. Those immediately 
proposed are: the USA, Western Europe, USSR and 
Eastern Europe, and Japan. Each centre would be re- 
sponsible for collecting information on research in 
progress in its region, and for disseminating it to all 
interested people in its region, to all the other centres, 
and to the FID/MSR secretariat. Each centre is invited 
to arrange from time to time working meetings on re- 
search problems. These may be organised either on a 
regional basis or in cooperation with the central secre- 
tariat of the committee. 


b) For practical applications in the field of mechanised 
information storage and retrieval, each national member 
of FID will be invited to compile a descriptive account 
of all the working systems in their country. Arrange- 
ments will be made by the central secretariat of the 
Committee for such compilations to be made inter- 
nationally known. 


c) For machine translation, the function of FID/MSR 
will be restricted for the present to maintain contact 
with the U.S. National Science Foundation, the existing 
arrangements for the collection and dissemination of 
information in this field (organised by the NSF) being 
considered satisfactory. 
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It was agreed that the Secretariat should be located 
at an organisation active in this field of documentation, 
preferably of international standing. It was proposed 
that either the Gmelin-Institut or the new Institute 
for Documentation at the Max-Planck Gesellschaft 
(both at Frankfurt) should be designated as domicile. 

National members have been invited immediately to 
initiate the compilation of descriptive accounts of 
working retrieval systems. The Committee will make 
early contact with appropriate organisations in each 
region to set up information and liaison centres for re- 
trieval research. The committee will develop cooperative 
relations with the International Federation of Infor- 
mation Processing Societies. 

It is proposed to hold a meeting of FID/MSR at the 
September 1961 FID Conference at which progress and 
experiments will be studied, followed by a public 
meeting on September 9, 1961, of which the theme will 
be ,,Automatic documentation, current systems and 
trends”. 


UNIVERSAL DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION 


Revision of UDC 621.7/.9 

At its meeting in January 1961, FID/CCC decided 
that the revision of 621.7/.9 should be finalized at an ad 
hoc meeting in February. This meeting took place at the 
General Secretariat of FID in The Hague on February 
7 and 8, 1961. The meeting was attended by Mr. Lloyd 
and Mr. Schuchmann (FID/CCC), Mr. Harth (Ger- 
many), Mr. Ohman (Sweden) and Mr. Saville (England), 
with observers from the Metaalinstituut TNO (Delft, 
Holland). It is expected that the proposal for revision 
of 621.7/.9, including a German proposal for 621.86/.87, 
Materials handling, will be issued in a P-Note within the 
next few months. 


Oceanography 


The revision of UDC 551.46, Oceanography, published 
in P-Note 713 of November 1960 was studied again at 
a meeting at the General Secretariat on February 9, 
1961, with a view to comments received. The meeting 
was attended by Prof. Groen, Dr. Model and Dr. Dorre- 
steyn of the Classification Committee of the Internation- 
al Association of Physical Oceanography, and by Mr. 
Lloyd, Mr. Schuchmann and Mr. van der Brugghen 
(FID/CCC). It appeared that some corrections were 
required which mainly are of an editorial nature. A 
complementary P-Note will probably be issued within 
the next few weeks. 


Aero/Space classification 


A meeting of experts from Germany, the Netherlands 
and the United Kingdom to study the revision of UDC 
629.13 and 629,19 and related problems will be held at 
London in April 1961. The tentative programme is as 
follows: formation of an Aero/Space revision group in 
accordance with the CCC decision in Paris (January 
1961) and arrangements for its secretariat; consider- 
ation of 629.13 with a view to agreement on a finally 
acceptable interim P-Note; and discussions on an inter- 
im 629.19 proposal. 


FID PUBLICATIONS 


Index Bibliographicus 


Volume I, Science and technology, of the 4th edition 
of the ,,Index Bibliographicus” appeared in 1960 (FID 
publ. 322; 20 Dutch guilders). Later news concerns 
the following abstracting and indexing services: 

- Japanese Periodicals Index, Natural sciences (Part 1: 
Science and technology, Part 2: Medical sciences), 
published in one volume in monthly issues by the 
National Diet Library in Tokyo, Japan, from Sep- 
tember 1960 in the form of bibliographical citations. 
Pharmaceutical Abstracts (with insert Pharma- 


ceutical News), published by the Technical Infor- 
mation Company Ltd., Chancery House, Chance: 
Lane, London W.C.2, England, issued monthly Se 
January 1961, £ 25.4.0. It is the intention to publi 
5000 abstracts per year. 

Computer Abstracts (with insert Computer News) 
the same publisher. (The journal was listed in 
Index Bibliographicus under the title ,,Computer 
bibliography”). 


Volume 2, Social sciences, will appear in the course 
of the next year. The manuscript is now being checke 
by experts. The final check by the publishers will probe 
bly be made in the autumn of this year. 

The volume for Humanities and the last volume for 
Generalities are not yet in preparation. Their publi 
cation is not in the immediate programme. 


GENERAL SECRETARIAT 


Visits received 

Mr. L. F. Weyerman, temporarily at the Institute 
of Social Studies in The Hague, visited the Genere 
Secretariat on February 2, for information on directe 
ries of training courses, institutes and the like in a 
branches and on all levels. 

Mr. P. I. Nikitin of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency in Vienna visited the General Secretariat or 
February 6, 1961, for a discussion of the work plan fo 
a special edition of the UDC in the field of nucles 
physics and technology in English, French, German; 
Russian and Spanish. 

Mr. Peters, Head of the Documentation Department 
in the Netherlands Ministry for Education, Member 
of the Working Party on Educational Documentation 
of the Council of Europe, visited the General Secretariat 
on February 27, 1961, for a discussion of the ways and 
means to achieve the required revision of UDC 37 and 
related sections. 

Dr. W. Schiirmeyer (Diisseldorf) visited the General 
Secretariat on March 1, 1961, for a discussion on FID 
participation in an international conference for do 
ment photography which has been planned to ta 
place in Cologne in March 1963. An exhibition of the 
world’s output of apparatus will also be held on that 
occasion. 


Circular letters 


Single copies of circular letters not marked * for 
confidential or restricted circulation may be obtaine¢ 
free on request from the General Secretariat of FID, 
Hofweg 7, The Hague. : 


61-16 (3.2.’61) Programme for the 27th Conference o 
FID in London. 
61-17 (7.2.61) Estimate of budget for the year 196 

*61-18 (7.2.61) Report on a restricted meeting on scie 
tific documentation at Unesco House in Janua 
1961. 

61-19 (7.2.61) Announcement that Mr. Humblet su 
ceeds Dr. Voorhoeve as General Secretary of 
FID as from February 10, 1961. 

*61-20 (7.2.61) Resolutions adopted by ISO/TC 46 on 
UDC. 

61-21 (7.2.61) List of contributions from National 
members expected or promised for 1961. 

*6§1-22 (10.2.’61) Report of the CCC meeting in Pa 
in January 1961. (See the summary report in the 
foregoing issue of the News Bulletin). 

*61-23 (23.2.°61) Announcing the appointment of Mr. 
Ohman (Sweden) as senior UDC officer at thé 
General Secretariat as from January 1962. 

61-24 (23.2.’61) Dr. Holst, Norwegian Industries De 
velopment Association, applies for elected asso 
ate membership. 

(23.2."61) National members are requested t 

nominate candidates for election as Vice-Preci 

dent in 1961. 


61-25 





10 Any part of the Bulletin may be reproduced freely provided that due reference is given. 








